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weeks after the wound made by the knife had closed. Mr. Maunder remarked 
that, as a rule, it would be wrong to endeavour to establish a principle of prac¬ 
tice from the experience of a single case, but the test of the efficiency of a 
method of treatment was absolutely trustworthy when two different operations 
were performed simultaneously upon the same patient, who was the subject of 
a similar complaint in corresponding localities. Under these circumstances, 
the history of the above case would induce him to declare in favour of the 
knife as a means of causing less pain and quicker restoration to health. The 
elastic ligature might be reserved for those who would on no terms submit to 
a cutting operation, as well as for those of hemorrhagic diathesis.— British 
Med . Jo urnal , Aug. 21, 1875. 


OPHTHALMOLGY. 

61. Affection of the Eye in Bright's Disease. — Dr. Meigiian demonstrated 
to the Clasgow Pathological and Clinical Society (April 13), with the ophthal¬ 
moscope. a case of disease of the retina in a woman aged 22, with albuminuria. 
She had first come under his notice at the Eye Infirmary in December last, 
complaining of dimness of vision of six weeks’ duration. She could then read 
No. 19 with the right eye and No. 20 with the left (Jager). The papillae were 
then found congested, and not defined at their margins ; the arteries were 
diminished in number and calibre, and some of them accompanied by white 
streaks ; the veins were dilated and tortuous, and the vessels covered at parts 
by a whitish infiltration. In the neighbourhood of the macula lutea a large 
yellowish-white granular patch was seen, with shining spots interspersed ; 
numerous white spots were seen elsewhere in the fundus, and also some hem¬ 
orrhagic spots. The eyes were hypermetropic. The urine was found to be 
albuminous, specific gravity 1010 ; and the sediment contained granular casts. 
There was no dropsy, but there had been headache and vomiting. The heart 
was hypertrophied. She improved so that she could read No. 16 and No. 12 ; 
but on February 22d, intense headache, with slight delirium and vomiting, 
supervened, and next day she could not distinguish light from darkness. There 
was then circumorbital oedema, with cedema and congestion of the conjunctivae, 
and dilated pupils. Ophthalmoscopic examination showed oedema of the retina, 
the refraction being thus rendered highly hypermetropic; and a large white 
mound encircled the disk, and at the circumference a few hemorrhagic spots 
were found. The urine had become diminished before this attack, and the 
breath seemed to have a urinous odour. The cedema of the retina subsided, 
the urine increased, and the vision improved, so that on April 8th she could 
read No. 6 with the right and No. 4 with the left. When she was shown to the 
Society, the cedema had disappeared, but the white spots had extended and 
coalesced, forming large patches: the hemorrhagic spots had become absorbed. 
The urine was still albuminous; measured during the previous week, it had 
averaged 36 ounces, and the specific gravity was rather low. There was no 
dropsy. The cardiac hypertrophy affected chiefly the left ventricle. Dr. 
Meighan regarded the case as of interest, in showing a well-marked lesion of 
the retina in Bright’s disease apart from dropsy. There was fatty degenera¬ 
tion of the cellular tissue of the retina, as well as sclerosis of the nerve-fibres 
and bloodvessels. The sudden loss of vision, associated with something like 
uraemic poisoning and cedema of the retina, had come on with a diminished 
secretion of urine; and the sight improved as the urine became more abundant. 
—British Med. Journal , June 12, 1875. 

62. Miners' Nystagmus. —Dr. Charles Bell Taylor describes ( Lancet , 
June 12, 1875) under this name a peculiar malady of which the mines in the 
neighbourhood of Nottingham have, during the past twelve years, furnished 
him several examples. It is characterized by the peculiar oscillating motions 
of the eyeballs, and has been observed only in adults, and independent of other 
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ocular defects, among men employed in coal-pits. The oscillating movements 
are caused by alternating contractions of the recti or oblique muscles, and in 
all the cases observed by Dr. T. have been horizontal or rotatory. 

14 This affection,” lie says, “ appears to be analogous to writers’ cramp, 
pianists’ and telegraphists’ cramp, or the similar affection of the gastrocnemii 
occasionally observed in ballet-dancers. It may be developed in any or all of 
the muscles supplied by the third nerve, and is clearly caused by the over¬ 
taxing of these organs. The patient makes a great and sustained effort to see 
in an imperfect light; the muscles engaged in the accommodative strain are 
overburdened, in course of time give way, and at last, whenever called upon, 
just as in the analogous cases cited above, become, as it were, agitated and 
fluttered, escape from the control of the will, and perform irregular motions. 
It is clear, from these facts, that in all cases in which a considerable degree of 
exertion of the ocular muscles is required for distinct vision, nystagmus may, 
under certain concomitant favouring circumstances, be developed. Hitherto 
the cause of nystagmus has been referred to, and might usually be readily de¬ 
tected in, the eyeball itself; but these cases demonstrate that causes external 
to the organ, and independent of any structural or apparent functional changes, 
may occasion all the phenomena of that disease, or, more properly speaking, 
symptoms of disease. Nystagmus generally persists so long as its cause re¬ 
mains, and, if developed in childhood, may continue even after its removal; but 
in 4 miners’ nystagmus’ the aphorism sublata causa tollit ejfectus applies, and, 
as a rule, change of occupation and working in a good light are all that is 
necessary to effect a cure,” supplemented by such auxiliary treatment as may, 
in each case, appear to be specially indicated. 

63. Method of Improving the Patient's Appearance in the last stage of 
Ophthalmia Tarsi, — Dr. Somerville Oliver, in a communication to the 
Edinburgh Medical Journal (June, 1875), remarks that 4 * in the advanced 
stage of ophthalmia tarsi—the stage sometimes termed 4 lippitudo’—when the 
eyelashes have disappeared, and the edges of the eyelids have become rounded, 
perhaps tumid and everted, after all has been done for the patient that can be 
done by the usual means adopted in such cases, the unseemly appearance caused 
by the loss of the eyelashes and the red margin of the lids is still very con¬ 
spicuous ; but it may, he thinks, be considerably lessened by tattooing the margin 
of the eyelids as darkly as possible with Indian ink. 

44 By using Snellen’s eyelid forceps, there can be no risk of pricking the eye 
itself. Darkening the margin of the lids by tattooing would also mitigate the 
disfigurement caused by removal of the cilia and their bulbs in cases of trichi¬ 
asis and distichiasis.” 


MIDWIFERY AND GYNAECOLOGY. 

64. Foetal Heart at an early period of Pregnancy. —Dr. Underhill related 
to the Obstetrical Society of Edinburgh (May 12, 1875) the following case :— 
“ On Sept. 6, 1874, I was asked by my brother, a medical student, to see a 
woman, Mrs. M’Gair, set. 30, multipara, who was ill with fever, in the High 
Street. I found her a very spare and thin person, suffering from a moderately 
severe attack of typhus fever. She said she was several months pregnant— 
about three or four—but could not tell exactly. The abdominal wall was thin 
and lax, as she had had several children before. On palpation, I could not 
make out distinctly the shape of the enlarged uterus, but percussion revealed 
dulness extending for about two inches above the pubes. On placing the 
stethoscope on the dull part, and to the right of the middle line, I distinctly 
heard the double pulsation of the foetal heart, and, taking out my watch, 
counted it; it was beating at the rate of between 160 and 170 pulsations per 
minute, while the mother’s pulse, which I also counted, was only about 120. 
My brother afterwards listened and heard the heart beats and also counted the 



